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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
• There are two sections in this question paper. 
•  In Section A, answer question part (a) and part (b) on the option for which you  
 have been prepared.
• In Section B, answer one question on the option for which you have been  
 prepared. .
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 40. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You must have:
Sources Booklet (enclosed) 

8HI0/2E
Sample assessment materials for first teaching 
September 2015
Time: 1 hour 30 minutes

History
Advanced Subsidiary  
Paper 2: Depth study
Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76
Option 2E.2:  The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90

Question Indicative content
8 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant.

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on how accurate it is to say that
Bismark provoked war against the French in 1870. 

Arguments and evidence that Bismarck provoked war should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include:

• It has been suggested that Bismarck was planning for war from 1866 and 
looking for opportunities to provoke the French

• The release of the texts of the secret alliances with the southern German 
states

• The exploitation of the opportunity offered by the Hohenzollern candidature, 
1868–70

• The publication of the amended text of the Ems Telegram 1870.

Arguments and evidence that Bismarck did not provoke war should be analysed 
and evaluated. Relevant points may include:

• Bismarck was prepared to change his policies according to the 
circumstances

• It would appear that in 1866 Bismarck thought that a war with France was 
likely, but was not necessarily planning to provoke one

• Bismark would not agree to Napoleon III’s demands for territory and 
therefore Napoleon was seeking either a military or diplomatic resolution to 
achieve his aims

• Bismarck did not control all the events surrounding the Hohenzollern 
candidature.

Other relevant material must be credited.
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*S47485A0207*

SECTION A

Choose EITHER Option 2E.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2E.2 (Question 2), for which you  
have been prepared.

Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

1 (a) Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry about the ways in which 
opposition to Mao was treated during the Cultural Revolution (1966–69)?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into 
actions by young people during the Cultural Revolution?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

 (Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]

PMT
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Choose EITHER Option 2E.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2E.2 (Question 2), for which you  
have been prepared.

Option 2E.2: The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90

Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

2 (a) Study Source 3 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 3 valuable to the historian for an enquiry about the rising of June 
1953?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 4 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 4 for an enquiry into 
economic development in the GDR, 1949–59?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

 (Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]

2

*S47485A0207*

SECTION A

Choose EITHER Option 2E.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2E.2 (Question 2), for which you  
have been prepared.

Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

1 (a) Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry about the ways in which 
opposition to Mao was treated during the Cultural Revolution (1966–69)?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into 
actions by young people during the Cultural Revolution?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

 (Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]
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(b)  
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.]
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 [The live question paper will contain four more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS

4

*S47485A0407*

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.]
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B on the option for which you have been prepared. 

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76

EITHER

3 How accurate is it to say that Mao launched the Hundred Flowers campaign in 1957 
in order to destroy opposition to his rule?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks) 

OR

4 How accurate is it to say that the Great Leap Forward in agriculture (1958–61) was  
a failure?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

OR

5 In 1950 the Marriage Law was passed. 

 To what extent did the position of women in China change in the years 1950–76?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Option 2E.2: The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90

EITHER

6 How accurate is it to say that the consequences of building the Berlin Wall were 
beneficial for the GDR in the 1960s?

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks) 

OR

7 To what extent did government control of the GDR in the 1970s rely on repression  
of opposition?

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks) 

OR

8 How far was the weakness of the economy of the GDR responsible for the collapse of 
Honecker’s government in 1989? 

(Total for Question 8 = 20 marks) 

PMT
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B on the option for which you have been prepared. 

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76

EITHER

3 How accurate is it to say that Mao launched the Hundred Flowers campaign in 1957 
in order to destroy opposition to his rule?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks) 

OR

4 How accurate is it to say that the Great Leap Forward in agriculture (1958–61) was  
a failure?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

OR

5 In 1950 the Marriage Law was passed. 

 To what extent did the position of women in China change in the years 1950–76?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Option 2E.2: The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90

EITHER

6 How accurate is it to say that the consequences of building the Berlin Wall were 
beneficial for the GDR in the 1960s?

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks) 

OR

7 To what extent did government control of the GDR in the 1970s rely on repression  
of opposition?

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks) 

OR

8 How far was the weakness of the economy of the GDR responsible for the collapse of 
Honecker’s government in 1989? 

(Total for Question 8 = 20 marks) 
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